
Looking to the future…. 

Having returned from a wonderful 
sabbatical in the autumn which took me 
to Uganda, the Celtic fringe of Ireland and 
Scotland and rural Herefordshire,  I am 
now fully back in the swing of life as 
Young Adults Missioner for our 
Archdeaconry.  All Missioner posts are 
reviewed after two and a half years to 
decide whether they should continue for 
the full five years.  My post has now been 
reviewed and so I have at least two more 
years in post.  
 

As a result of the post, some particular 
areas of focus for my work have been 
determined.  One area is that of Social 
Media and I’ve been asked to explore how  
we can use Facebook, Twitter, etc. to 
engage with 18-40 year olds.   

As a first step, I now have a Facebook 
page (Young Adults Rochdale 
Archdeaconry) which I hope will become a 
place where young adults (18-40ish) can 
find information, news, share thoughts 
and be part of an on-line community that 
is seeking to explore/grow in faith.  

Starting on Ash Wednesdays, daily Lent 
reflections will be posted as a way of 
preparing for Easter, including 
contributions from Bishops David, Mark, 
Archdeacon Cherry and young adults.   
Please let any young adults that you have 
contact with know about this as I hope 
they will find it useful. 
 

I also am going to be looking at 
electronic/online resources to help 
young adults to grow in faith and 
spirituality.  For those who have busy 
lives, resources on phones, tablets or 
computers that can be used at any time 
and in any place  may be very effective 
when it isn’t possible for people to come 
to some of the more traditional forms of 
nurturing that we have in our churches, 
such as home groups, Lent courses, 
Alpha, etc. 
  
Another strand of the post is to 
encourage the growth of vocations 
among young adults. I am now part of 
the Archdeaconry Vocations Task Group 
and am happy to help churches/ 
individuals to explore how the varied 
ministries of young adults can be 
developed and used by the church. 
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I will continue to be available as a resource 
for churches who are seeking to develop 
their mission and ministry to young adults—
please contact me if you are interested in 
pursuing this with me. 
 
 

Young Adults Champions 
 

I am looking to set up Young Adults 
Champions in each parish in the 
Archdeaconry.  These are people (of any 
age!) who would be willing to act as a link 
between me and their church to pass on 
information such as newsletters.  I also hope 
that they would be willing to make their 
parishes aware of the support that is 
available for ministry with young adults.  
Requests to each parish have been given out 
at Synods, Chapters, or DMPCs.  If you 
haven’t received a request or had chance yet 
to respond, please do let me know the name 
and email address of someone in your parish 
who is willing to take on this role and I will 
get in touch with them.   

 
Availability to preach/preside 

If you would like me to preach and/or 
preside at your church as Young Adults 
Missioner, I am available on the following 
Sundays in 2014: 27th April, 27th July, 31st 
August, 28th September, 26th October, 30th 
November.  I am also available during the 
week. 

 
Food for thought! 

The Church Times has recently focussed on 
the health of the church. A recent survey 
highlights the low level of affiliation of young 
adults to the Church of England (less than 
20% of under 30s say they are Anglican). And 
it was noted that the need for us to reach 
those under 30 needs urgent attention.  An 
interesting article ‘Why young people turn 
their backs on church’ can be found at 
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2014
/31-january/features/features/why-young-
people-turn-their-backs-on-church 
 

A good read.... 
Making sense of Generation Y : the world 
view of 15-25 year  olds.  Savage, Collins-
Mayo, Mayo and Cray, Church House 
Publishing, 2011. 

For Generation Y, born 

after 1982, Margaret 

Thatcher is a piece of 

social history, 

relationships happen 

over the Internet and 

music marks their 

territory. How does this 

generation think about 

the world? What does 

their spirituality look 

like? And what implications does this have 

for the Church? "Making Sense of 

Generation Y" addresses the urgent need for 

the Church to reconnect with young adults 

in today's society, and to communicate with 

them in a way they can understand.  

This book has a good description of how 

those born in the 20th and 21st centuries 

fall into different generational groups.  It 

focuses on how young adults approach and 

understand the world in comparison with 

other generations and how we in the church 

might need to respond differently in our 

mission and ministry to them.   

'Making Sense of Generation Y is 

astonishing. Putting it bluntly it suggests 

that many of our assumptions about young 

people, their worldview, and quest for 

spirituality are wrong. This has implications 

for the future of mission, youth ministry, 

and the Church. A must read.' -- Jonny 

Baker, Mission Advisor for Youth and 

Emerging Church, Church Mission Society  

'This important book does us a great service 

in giving us an insight into the world view of 

Generation Y... and I commend it as a 

starting point for those wanting to proclaim 

Christ afresh in this generation.' -- Dr John 

Sentamu, Archbishop of York  
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