
Social Media 
Love it or hate it, social media is an 
important part of many young adults’ 
lives—whether it’s Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram or other similar ways of 
keeping in touch with other people.  As I 
mentioned in my last newsletter, an 
aspect of my work is to look at how the 

church can engage effectively with young 
adults using social media. 

Recently, the teenager Stephen Sutton 
has been in the news.  Diagnosed with 
bowel cancer four years ago, he died on 
14th May aged 19.  His story became and 
inspiring, uplifting tale for millions of 
people, following a Facebook update in 
April that put him into the national 
spotlight.  "It's a final thumbs up from 

me," he wrote, accompanied by a selfie of 
him lying in a sickbed, covered in drips, 
smiling cheerfully with his thumbs in the 
air. "I've done well to blag things as well 
as I have up till now, but unfortunately I 
think this is just one hurdle too far." To his 
astonishment, nearly a million people 
liked his Facebook page and tens of 

thousands followed him on Twitter. 

The Guardian reflected on this use of 
Facebook: “ It is fashionable to be 
downbeat about social media: to dismiss 
it as being riddled with the banal and the 
narcissistic, or for stripping human 
interaction of warmth as conversations 
shift away from the "real world" to the 
online sphere. But it was difficult not to 
be moved by the online response to 
Stephen's story: a national wave of 
emotion that is not normally forthcoming 
for those outside the world of celebrity.  
His social-media updates were 
relentlessly upbeat, putting those of us 
who have tweeted moaning about a cold 
to shame.”   

Bishop David is a keen advocate of 
Twitter and has said “It’s important that 
our clergy make use of the latest 
technologies for keeping in touch with 
the communities they serve. It would be 
great to see people being encouraged 
and blessed through our increased use of 
social media.”   

My Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/youngadultsrochdal
earchdeaconry) has regular reflections 
posted on it and I hope that this can be 
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one way in which young adults (18-40s ish) 
can be encouraged and blessed.  Some 

churches who have Facebook pages have 
found these to be a more effective and 
immediate way  of connecting with people.  

Why not give it a try yourself?  If you’re not 
sure how to get started the Diocesan 
website has some guidelines, there is a 
seminar at the Swanwick conference for 
clergy and I plan to put on an evening in the 
Archdeaconry as part of the Mixed Blessings  
programme (see below). 

 

Mixed Blessings 
This is a series of 

events aimed at 
churches who have 
large numbers of 
families attending in 
order to gain school 
places for their 
children.  It 

recognises that this 
is a great mission 
opportunity but can 
also present 
difficulties in areas such as parish share.  The 
following events are planned:  

17th July, 7.30pm ‘Getting connected’ -  
using Social Media effectively (venue tba) 

September/October 2014: ‘Adventure into 
God’ - exploring spirituality for children and 
families 

February 2015: ‘Easing the pain!’ - can the 
admissions process be made easier? 

May/June 2015 ‘Stepping out in faith’ - 
preparation of children for admission to 
communion and confirmation, including how 
this can chelp nurture the faith of parents 

These events may be of interest to other 
churches and so all are welcome.  Full details 
will be sent out soon, or can be found on my 
website www.yamrochdale.org.uk.  If you go 
to the website and click ‘Follow’ on the right 
hand side, you will be automatically 
informed when new information is posted. 

Young Adults Champions 
 

Have you got a Young Adults Champion yet 
in your church? These are people (of any 
age!) who act as a link between me and 
their church, to pass on information from 
me such as newsletters.  I also hope that 
they would be willing to make their parishes 
aware of the support that is available for 
ministry with young adults.  If you haven’t 
got one yet in your church,  please do let me 
know the name and email address of 
someone in your parish who is willing to 
take on this role and I will get in touch with 

them.   
 

Availability to preach/preside 
If you would like me to preach and/or 
preside at your church as Young Adults 
Missioner, I am available on the following 
Sundays in 2014: 31st August, 28th 
September, 26th October, 30th November.  
I am also available during the week for 
services, visits to PCCs, Synods and Chapters 
or other groups interested in thinking about 
mission and ministry to young adults. 

 
A good read.... 

Continuing the theme of social media, the 

Grove booklet ’Leadership and Social 

Networking’  is an easy read!  It describes 
itself: “Some leaders are blazing a social 

networking trail through cyberland. Many 
more wonder wearily if 

this is yet another thing 

they 'must' do to lead 

their church into 

growth. And a few 

simply throw up their 
hands in despair.  There 

are pitfalls of the need 

to be needed, addiction 
and loneliness—and 

yet, skilfully used, social media can enhance 
our community lives, mission, 

understanding of our people and ability to 

mentor in a fragmented world. Come and 
find out how” 


