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James Emmerson, 

Diocesan Stewardship Officer

Stewardship and the         

‘schools factor’

“The church is the only 
organisation in the world 

that exists for the benefit of 
its non-members.”

(attributed to Archbishop William Temple)

Have you been to church recently?

“Stir in a few cultural taboos, add some 

incomprehensible music and readings, 

wear invisible blinkers to avoid eye 

contact with anyone not from your 

own special clique, and you have the 

perfect, totally irrelevant sub-culture.”

John Houghton

FOUR FOUNDATIONS FOR 

SUCCESSFUL STEWARDSHIP

The challenge to think differently!

A   5th foundation….

“Do not be conformed to this world…..but be 

transformed [changed] by the [entire] 

renewal of your mind [by its new 

ideals and its new attitude], so that you 

may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which 

is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].”
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1 Samuel 3:1-7
Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. The word 

of the Lord was rare and precious in those days; there was no 

frequent or widely spread vision.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had dimmed so that he could not 

see, was lying down in his own place.

The lamp of God had not yet gone out in the temple of the Lord, 

where the ark of God was, and Samuel was lying down when the 

Lord called “Samuel!” And he answered “Here I am.” He ran to Eli 

and said “Here I am, for you called me.” Eli said “I did not call you; 

lie down again.” So he went and lay down.

And the Lord called again “Samuel!” And Samuel arose and went 

to Eli and said “Here am I; you did call me.” Eli answered “I did not 

call, my son; lie down again.”

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord 

was not yet revealed to him.

Thinking differently about the    

school-place attenders

Put ourselves in their shoes -

Communication is key!

FOUR FOUNDATIONS FOR 

SUCCESSFUL STEWARDSHIP

Verbal communication

actual content

tone of voice

non-verbal communication

A piece of speech = 3 elements

7%

38%

55%

Written Communication 

• Create a specific ‘welcome’ pack / ‘welcome’ 

literature (Diocesan resources available for 

production of material).

• Websites

• Email bulletins / newsletters

• Questionnaires (on-line?) aimed at making 

church meetings as relevant as possible to all.
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Making Giving Easy

Explore options for 

giving by text

www.justgiving.com

“Do all the good you can. By all the 

means you can. In all the ways you 

can. In all the places you can. At all 

the times you can. To all the people 

you can. As long as ever you can.” • Right thinking

• The four foundations

• Communications

•Make giving easy


