
Too busy for mission?  - A lesson learnt! 

It’s been a while since my last newsletter and I 

was starting to feel guilty at not having time to 

write anything!  Since the last one, we have had 

Christmas, Epiphany and then within a few 

days, Lent had begun and all too quickly Easter 

had arrived.  My parish also had what seemed 

like an epidemic of funerals - more in two 

months than in the whole of 2015 which was 

exhausting emotionally as well as time 

consuming.  My parish ministry kept on 

demanding more and more of my time at the 

expense of my missioner time.  Now that life 

has settled down to a less hectic pace, I’ve been 

able to focus on this outstanding task! 

However, as I started 

to think about what 

to include in this 

newsletter, I realised 

that there is a 

valuable lesson to be 

learnt from my guilt!  

As a parish priest, 

there are always 

busy times, when 

you can’t get on with the things you’d really like 

to be doing.  The same is true for the life of 

many parishes - their year has its own 

distinctive rhythm of busier times and then 

ordinary time.  If you have links with schools, 

this rhythm may have a termly cycle; for those 

who don’t, you may find that from Harvest to 

Easter is busy and the other half of the year is 

more relaxed.  In some parishes with  a lot of 

older people, the church empties after Easter 

once ‘caravan season’ starts; if there are a lot of 

families, school holidays are quieter.  You may 

have a more complicated pattern due to a 

variety of these factors! 

If we don’t become aware of the natural 

rhythms of life, we can find ourselves feeling 

frustrated at certain times of the year when 

we aren’t able to do some of the things we 

want to do or think we ought to do.   

This can particularly apply to mission 

initiatives.  In our planning, we need to take 

into account, the rhythm of life in our church.  

There is no point starting a new monthly 

service for families in May, if it’s going to fall in 

halfterm, followed by the busy period at the 

end of the school year and then the school 

holidays.  However much you want to get 

started, it’s far better to wait until September 

when families are already adjusting to a new 

routine.  By the following May, if they like 

coming to your service they may fit their 

holidays and other activities around it! 

However, if a lot of your helpers are going to 

be taking their holidays in September or 

October, there’s much to be said for waiting 

until later to start so that you have a team that 

starts working together from the start.  Once, 

your team is working well, it won’t matter so 

much if you have to find temporary holiday 

cover because the rest of the team will be 

strong. 

So for new mission initiatives, we need to 

consider carefully how they fit into our 

particular parish’s year.   But this doesn’t 

mean that we’re not doing mission at the 

other times of the year. 

We can think creatively about the way we 

mark the liturgical seasons and Festivals in our 

year.  How can we make what we already do 
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more accessible to others?  Can we change what 

we do so that we can welcome a wider groups of 

people from our community to come and share 

with us?  Can we take our Festival celebrations out 

into the community?    

Even being overwhelmed with funerals doesn’t 

mean that there’s no time for mission.  The 

occasional offices can be very good opportunities 

to help people encounter the love of God but also 

to talk about the Christian response to some of the 

fundamental questions of life.  While most of the 

funerals that I took recently were for older people, 

I had some very deep conversations with young 

adults who were their children or grandchildren -  

encounters I would never have had otherwise.  

Mission can be thought of as a distinct activity that 

we choose to do or not do.  However, I believe that 

everything we do as the church is missional.  

Rowan Williams described mission as “finding out 

what God is doing and joining in.” If we look at 

every aspect of our parish’s life and ministry in this 

way, then every activity, every encounter, every 

decision can be missional. 

So I’ve realised that I was wrong to feel guilty at 

not being able to get a newsletter written!  My life 

as a missioner who also has a parish ministry is no 

different to that of parish wanting to be missional.  

There are times when we have to focus on the 

tasks that have to be done, knowing that there will 

come a time when we can get round to new 

initiatives or developing existing ones.  What 

matters is that nothing that we do is wasted in the 

eyes of God—that we keep our eyes open, even at 

our busiest, to see where God is and join him. 

 

“Creative Ideas for Pastoral Liturgy” series 

These three books focus on 
the occasions when many 
non-churchgoers visit a 
church: for christenings, 
weddings, funerals, and 
memorials. These rites of 
passage present key 
opportunities for occasional 
visitors to encounter the 
Christian faith. If they are 

imaginatively handled a lifelong interest can be 
aroused. If they are insensitively done, people can 
be put of for life. These books offer practical 
resources and support for these occasions: 

Funerals, Thanksgiving and Memorial Services 

Marriage services, wedding blessings and 
anniversary thanksgivings 

Funeral, Thanksgiving and Memorial Services 

They are written by Jan Brind and Tessa Wilkinson 
and published by Canterbury Press. 

Makelunch 
Free school meals 

make a huge 

difference to 

almost 2 million 

children in the UK 

but when schools 

are closed so are the kitchens… MakeLunch is a 

network of churches working to fill the holiday 

hunger gap.  This could be a practical form of 

mission to young adults with children living in 

poverty.  Details can be found at 

www.makelunch.org.uk 

 

Making the most of baptisms 

In January 2012, 

the Archbishops’ 

Council launched 

a five year 

project to 

explore ways in 

which the Church 

of England can 

enhance the ministry it offers to those seeking 

baptisms in its churches.  The result of this is a 

website (www.churchofenglandchristenings.org)

which enables people to “discover all they need to 

know about choosing, planning and going to a 

Church of England christening”.  

There are guides for parents, godparents, guests 

and ideas for families after the service.  The site is 

about children and babies being baptised but it 

sets this in the context of an ongoing journey of 

faith within a family: “There are lots of ways to 

continue the amazing journey of faith as a family. 

It’s not just about special times, but about the 

ordinary times of wonder, love and joy – and the 

times when things go wrong.”  This maybe a 

helpful way of helping young adults with children 

to engage with faith at home.  There is also the 

opportunity to light a virtual candle for those 

being baptised.  

Revd Jo Farnworth 


