
Farewell 

This is my last newsle�er as Young Adults 

Missioner for Rochdale Archdeaconry.  I 

was appointed to a five year post and that 

�me is now up and so at the beginning of 

August I will be returning to full-�me parish 

ministry, remaining vicar of St Mar�n, 

Droylsden and becoming vicar of St 

Andrew, Droylsden in addi�on. 

It has been a privilege to serve this 

archdeaconry as a missioner and helping 

churches to engage well with those aged 18

-40.  I shall be sad to step down but believe 

that the post in its current format has 

served its purpose.  The post is not being 

replaced but the resources that I have 

compiled during the last five years will 

con�nue to be available on my website, 

www.yamrochdale.org.uk. 

I hope that, just because there is no longer 

and Archdeaconry Young Adults Missioner, 

the importance of relevant mission and 

ministry to the o+en ‘missing genera�on’ of 

young adults will not be forgo�en.  Indeed, 

as many parishes will be undertaking 

Mission Ac�on Planning in the coming 

months, I pray that this will provide a new 

opportunity to explore how you can reach 

out to those in their 20s and 30s. 

One of my final jobs has been to write a 

report reflec�ng on my �me in post and I 

was asked to present this to the Bishop’s 

Leadership Team a few days ago.  I thought 

it might be helpful to highlight a few of 

these reflec�ons as a summary of some of 

the key issues rela�ng to mission and 

ministry with young adults: 

Why do we need to do things differently 

to engage young adults? 

The world that any 

group of people grows 

up in shapes their 

outlook and behaviour 

and this doesn’t tend 

to change significantly 

as that par�cular 

genera�on grows 

older. 

Those who are young adults today, born in 

the 1980s and later, have grown up in a 

world of rapidly changing technology 

which has created an expecta�on that 

things happen instantly and has given 

instant access to  a host of informa�on 

and different cultures.   There has also 

been an upsurge in the cult of celebri�es 

and a  search for choice in every aspect of 

life.  Ins�tu�ons are less respected and 

there is a great value placed on integrity 

and authen�city—to be respected, you 

have to live  in accordance with what you 

say you believe.   

The church has in the past been seen as an 

ins�tu�on and no longer commands 

respect automa�cally.  However, when the 

church is encountered as a community of 

people who are visibly living out their 

faith, it is much more likely to be 
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respected and be a�rac�ve.   

The church has a deep and rich tradi�on and 

this is not something that we should feel we 

need to get rid of to a�ract young adults.  

However, we do need to understand how 

different genera�ons of people see the world 

and explore how we can engage well.  This 

might be by thinking about the words we use, 

the way we worship, the way we can appear to 

those outside the church. 

Social media— I’ve focussed previously on 

how social media, eg Twi�er, Facebook can be 

used to engage with young adults and there is 

a sec�on on my website for those interested in 

taking this further.  I have explored ways of 

using social media to communicate with 

varying 

degrees of 

success.  The 

most 

successful use 

has been to 

reach a wider 

audience to adver�se what is going/has gone 

on in church or to provide reflec�ons and 

prayers.   These have been liked both by 

church members, those loosely connected with 

church and those with no connec�on at all.  

One par�cular example came from my own 

parish when I posted prayers on the day of a 

young man’s funeral and it reached over 5000 

people.  I would recommend  considering how 

your church can use social media  effec�vely. 

Mission comes in all shapes and sizes 

One of my briefs has been to explore mission 

from a broadly catholic tradi�on and I hope 

that I have been able to show that mission is 

for all, not just evangelical churches.  Fewer 

resources, and indeed missioners, come from  

catholic tradi�ons and so it can be hard to find  

support and ideas that place an emphasis on 

the sacraments in mission.  I personally have 

found Stephen Co�rell, currently Bishop of 

Chelmsford, to be inspiring  - par�cularly his 

book  ‘From the abundance of the heart—

Catholic evangelism for all Chris�ans’ to be 

helpful.   The 

Fresh 

Expressions 

website also 

has a number of 

stories from the 

sacramental 

tradi�on.  

Further resources can be found on my 

website. 

Intergenera�onal ministry.    

Unlike the other Archdeaconries, Rochdale  

Archdeaconry doesn’t have large numbers of 

students or young professionals and many of 

the young adults that our churches encounter 

will be parents.  There is a 

growing focus in the 

church on 

‘intergenera�onal ministry’ 

which recognises the 

importance for ministry to 

the whole ‘family’.  A 

family can be all shapes 

and sizes and doesn’t have 

to include children.  In a world where many 

young people feel disconnected, the church 

can offer a stable, ready made family where 

different genera�ons can learn from each 

other and offer support to one another.  I 

think that one way of engaging with young 

adults is to look at what we currently do in 

church and expand it.  Could ministry to 

children be widened to include the whole 

family unit so that adults and children can 

grow in faith together? 

Finally…. 

I would like to thank all those who have 

supported me as Young Adults Missioner and 

pray that the churches of Rochdale 

Archdeaconry will con�nue to find ways to 

express the love, blessing and peace of God 

through their mission and ministry to young 

adults.  

Revd Jo Farnworth 


